
Annual Internal Audit Report 2023t24

Croston Par:ish Council

http s : //www. crosto n pc. org/

During the financiai year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis qf an assessment of risk, carried oul a selective assessment of compiiance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operaiion and obtained appropriate eyrdence frem the authoriiy.
The internai audit for 2AZU24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage"
On the basis of the lindings in the areas exarnined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table" Set
out below are the objeciives ol internal control and alongside are ihe lnternal audit conclusicns on whether, in a|l
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

C. {For local councils only}
L ]ry=: fua<is {inciuding charitable} - The council mei its responsibjlities as a trustee.

Date(s) internal audit undertaken

3AtQ5t2024

Signature of person who ,'j?;:, '1::r;i

carried out the intemal audit

Name of person who carried oui the internal audit

AMANDA PARTIN€TON

30t05t2a24uate

JI t!:.|e1go$e is 'no' please statc tfre implications and aetion being taken to addre$s any weakness in control
identified (add separatc shGets if needed).
*Nbte: lf the response ,. 'no, *u"rrd] 0,""* .,"," when the most recent rnternal audit *o* *"" done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).

l

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2A23|24 Form 3
I ncal Cnrtnr:ils lntr+rnal l-|rsineca Bnards und oihpr SmallcrAuthnritieq

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properiy kept throughout the financial year. (
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supporied by invoices, ail

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
r'

C. This authority assessed the significant risks 1o achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to fianage these. i

D. The precept or rates requirement resuited from an adequaie budgetary process: progress against
the budget was regulariy monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

(
E. Expected income was fully received, Lrased on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted {or. I
F" Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approvad

and VAT appropriately accounted for.
t/

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, end PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied, t/

H. Asset and investments reglsters were compiete and accurate and properly maintained. t/
l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly canied out during the year. (

Accounting statemenis prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure!, agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debiors and creditors were p;'operly recorded.

J.

,/

lf the authority certified itself as ex€mpt from a limiled assurance review in 2022123, it mei the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itseif exempt. (tf the authority had a limiled assurance
review af its 2A22123 AGAR tick "nts! cavered"l

K,

t/

L. The authority published the required information on a websileiwebpage ulr to date at the time of the
internai audit in accordance with the relevart leqislation. r'

llJl. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority corecily provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations lduring the 2A23-24 AGAR peiad,
were public rights j{t {slailon to the 2A22-23 AGA|2. evidenced by a notjce on the webslte andior
authority approyed mirrtes con{irming lhe dafes seg.

r/

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR
(see AG,4F Page 1 Gtiirla*ce,\.olesJ. I

For any other risk areas identified by this authodty adequate controls existed (lis1 any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed)
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement ?023124

We acknowledge as the members of:

Croston Parish Council

our respcnsibility for ensuring that tlrere is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

*Please 
Provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheei for each 'No' response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annuai Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authoriry on:

12t46t2A24

and recorded as rninute reference:

12 June 2024 {tems 7b &7*

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of lhe meeting where
approval was glven:

Chair

https :/lwww.Crostronpc.org/

crerk T>.,--\ e cq\*Jh"rr .t\ f5\

Annuai Governance and Accountability Return 2A23124 Form 3 Fage 4 of 6
Locai Ccuncils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorllies*

1. We have put in place arrangemenls for effeclive finaneial
mafiagerFent during the yea( and tor lle preparatisn oi
the accountinq siat*rirenls,

tl
prepared its accaunling slatomenls in atccrdance
v/ilh the Accounts and Audit, Regulatian$.

2. We maintairred al1 adequale system of intemal conlro!
including measures desi$ned to prevent and det€c! faauci
and cofruFtion and revae!./ed its effectlveness,

made praper a{rargoment-q and acceplod r€sponsitrilJly
far safeguarding the gubiic mcne! and resources in

3. We took all r*asonable steps to assure ourselves
that thBre are no matters ol actual or poteniial
non-compliance with laws. regulalions and Proper
Prsctices thai corlld haye a significaal financiel effeci
oil ihe ability of tfiis authority to conduci iti
business r:r mana!e its finances.

has anly dane wnaf rt iss the legal power to do and fias
compiied with Prcper Pracaices rD doing so.

4, We proviCec proper opportuniiy durin? the year hr
the exercise of electors'rights ln accordance wiih tile
requirements ol the Accounts and Audit Rcgulations.

r'
during the year gaye all persons inieresi:ed the oppottunity ta
,fi.specI aed asf quesllons ato5l fhis aurfiorfy's aceoonls.

5. We carried out an assessment of the tisks facing this
authorjty and look appropriate steps to manage those
risl€, including lhe introductior of iniernai coirtrols and,/ot
exteftral in$urance cover where required.

considered afiC $ocLrREfited the financial and cth*r dsks il
faces and dealt with ihefi p...pedy.

0. We maintained thrcughoul tne year an adequate aoo
sFfectlve system of internal audii ol the accountiag
records and .onlrol sysiems.

arranged far a compsleni person. indepefident a{ the financ.ial
conftcls anrrproce{tures. lo giue an abjeclive view cn tvhetner
ifitefllai t;anlrci,; rneei t!'lo neess oI fijs smaiier auihctrilt.

7" We took appropriate action on ali matters raised
in repods from iniernal and external aucjit.

rcsponded to mallers bmug!}t ls its attention by intefial and
exaefiar'aljdif.

L We considered whether any litigation. liabiilties or
cornrnitrnenls, events or transactians, occill"!.ing eilher
during or after the year-eild. have a financial impact on
this authority and. tvhere apDropriate- have inclucied then'i
iq :hs acccuni;nE stetcneot:.

dlscicsed everylhing it shauid have aboLif lts bu$ines€ acliyity
during the year including evenis taking plaee afier the year
end if elevanl.

9, aFor locai counclls onivl Trust funris including
charitable. in oor capacity as the sole managing
trusiee we dlscharged sur accouniairlli{,
responsibilities for lhe tund(sllassets. rncluciino
financial reporting and. if requireC. independent
exarnination or audii.

has mel a/l oi r'l' resporisiirri{,es !vhel"e. 6.s a bod.y
corpoete. if rs a sole managing trustee of a iaral
*u-ct 0r rusis.n



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023t24 for

Croston Parish Council

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis iollowing the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for $maller Authorities * a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial posiiion of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

I confirm that theseAccounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

rrfoAie.oz,l
as recorded in minule reference:

E*QR Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Staiements were approved

eSF.'.-s,c,L--Date rz\ 0 e\zXr4

Total balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as reeorded ia tha financial records. Value must agree to
9ax 7 of previaus year-

Total amount of prccept {or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
rcceived.

3. (+i Total other receipts Total income or rece,pts as recorded ifl lhe cashboo* ,ess
the precept ar rates/levies received (line 2). lnclurle any
grants rcceived.

4. (-) Stafi costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees- lnclude gross saJaries and wages,
employers Nl ffintibutions, emplayers pension
contribution s, graturres and seve rance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and intercst
made during the year on the authoity's borrowings (it any).

6. t) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess slaff eosls $ine 4) and loan interest/capital

Total balances and reseryes al fhe end cf the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The sum of a![ cunent and deposit bank accounfs. cash
holdings and short term rnyesrmenfs held as at 31 March -
Io agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total ftxed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of ell *re prapefiy the authotw awns - it is mads
up of all its fixed assets and long term iftvestments as'af
31 March.

Ihe outstanding capital balance as af 31 lv'larch of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB)

11a. Disclosure noie re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council. as a body corporare, 6cfs as sole trustee and
ls responsibre for managing Trust funds or assers.

11b. Disdosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

Ihe fgures in the accounting slaternenls above
exclude any Trust transactions.

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities'
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